
Biographical Sketch 
Mary E. Darrow, PhD 

Professional Preparation  
 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville Biology and General Science   BS, 1991 
 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville Masters of Science in Education   MSE, 2000 

Community College Teaching Certification 
Biological and General Sciences 
 

Iowa State University   Education       PhD, 2012 
          
Appointments 
 
Iowa State University 

 Assistant Director, Office of Community College Research and Policy (OCCRP), Fall 2012 – present 
 Assistant Director and Evaluation Coordinator, NSF IINspire LSAMP Program, Fall 2012 - present 

 Program Coordinator, Center for Excellence in Science, Mathematics, and Engineering Education, 2011-2012 
 Transfer Coordinator, College of Engineering, 2009-2011 

 NSF STEP Project Manager, Office of Community College Research and Policy (OCCRP) 2007-2009 

 Program Coordinator, Nutrition Wellness Research Center (NWRC), 2004-07 
Des Moines Area Community College 

 Tech Prep/Career Advantage Program Manager, Office of Program Curriculum and Program Development, 1994-
2003 

Southwest Wisconsin Technical College 

 Career Program (Tech Prep) Manager, Office of General Education 

 Instructor, Academic Skills Center, 1990-92 

 Faculty, General and Technical Science, 1990-1992 
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Synergistic Activities: 

I am mentoring two doctoral students working on their dissertation projects related to our NSF LSAMP project.  I am 

also supervising undergraduate students in OCCRP as they learn about research tools and processes. 

Chair/Coordinator Pre-Conference Workshop: Big 12 NSF STEM Talent Expansion Programs (STEP) at American 

Association of Engineering Education (ASEE) Conference, Austin, TX, June 2009. 

NSF STEP PI Conference, Washington, DC. March 2008, 2009, 2010, & 2013 

Engineering APP Virtual Learning Community Pilot (www.eng.iastate.edu/transfer/app) jointly administered between 

Iowa State’s College of Engineering, Admissions, and Learning Communities. 2010-11 & 2011-12 

 

Professional Affiliations/Leadership: 
 
Member, APP Logistics Committee , Iowa State University (2009-Present) 
Member, President’s Retention Task Force, Iowa State University (2005-present) 
Member, Learning Communities Task Team (LCTT), Iowa State College of Engineering (2009-2010) 
Member, Council for the Study of Community Colleges (CSCC) (2008-present) 
Member, P & S Council, Iowa State University, (2003-2006) 
Chair, P & S Council, Recruitment and Retention Committee, Iowa State University (2003-2006) 
Member, Iowa Career and Technical Education Association (2000-2006) 
Member, Iowa Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development (1994-present) 
Chair, Iowa Tech Prep Leadership Council, Iowa Department of Education (2001-03) 
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